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You've made your Will. Here's why that might not be
enough.

Making a Will is one of the most caring things you can do for the people you love. But the job
isn't quite finished the day you sign it. A Will can quietly let your family down in two ways —
and both are easy to prevent once you know about them.

1. It can't be found — the safety problem

Your Will works best when the original signed document can be produced after your death. A
photocopy or scan is not normally enough on its own — a copy can sometimes be accepted, but only
with difficulty, so it isn't something to rely on. And here is the part that catches families out: if the
original can't be found, the law may presume you destroyed it deliberately to cancel it — a
presumption that is hardest to overcome when the Will was last known to be in your own keeping.

That means a Will lost in a house move, damaged by damp, thrown out by mistake, or simply
misplaced where nobody can find it can be treated as though it never existed. Your estate would then
be shared out under the rules of intestacy — a fixed legal order of relatives that may look nothing like
what you actually wanted.

"If your original Will can't be found after your death, the law may presume you destroyed it to
cancel it — so a lost Will can mean your estate is shared out as though you never made one."

2. It's fallen out of date — the currency problem

Life doesn't stand still, and neither should your Will. The Will that was perfect when you signed it can
slowly drift out of step with your life: new grandchildren who aren't mentioned, an executor who has
since died or moved away, a home bought or sold, or a relationship that has changed. An out-of-date
Will can cause almost as much difficulty as having no Will at all — because it confidently gives
instructions that no longer fit your wishes.

The good news is that both problems have simple, inexpensive fixes. This guide explains what can go
wrong, what to look out for, and how we can help you keep your Will both safe and current — for real
peace of mind.
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Keeping your Will safe

Where — and how — you store your Will matters just as much as what it says. A drawer at

home feels convenient, but it carries real risks.

The risks of keeping it at home What secure storage solves
Loss. Misplaced in a move, a clear-out, or Fireproof, professional storage keeps the
simply forgotten over the years. original safe from fire, flood and damage.
Fire and water. An ordinary drawer offers A password-protected digital copy means
no protection against household fire, the contents are never truly lost.

flooding or damp.
g P Executor release on death — the people

Damage. Paper fades, tears and who need your Will can obtain it at the right
deteriorates — and a damaged Will can be time.
challenged. . . . )

Will registration records that your Will
Tampering. A Will left where others can exists and where it's held, so it can always
reach it could be altered, or a page removed. be found.

Nobody knows where it is. If your executors
can't locate it, it may as well not exist.

Registering your Will is a quiet but powerful safeguard. It records the existence and location of your
Will on a national database, so that even years from now your family — or their solicitor — can
confirm that a Will exists and trace where it is being kept. It closes the single most common gap: a
valid Will that nobody can find.

"The safest Will is one your executors can find the moment they need it — protected from fire
and loss, and registered so its whereabouts are never a mystery."
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Keeping your Will up to date

A Will is a snapshot of your wishes on the day you signed it. As life changes, it's worth
checking that the snapshot still matches the picture. We suggest reviewing your Will every

few years — and always after a major life event.

Life events that should trigger a review

Marriage or a new civil partnership. This one surprises people: in England and Wales, marriage
automatically revokes (cancels) an existing Will unless it was written in express contemplation of
that marriage. Many people are left intestate without realising it.

Divorce. Divorce doesn't cancel your Will, but it treats your former spouse as having died — which
can leave gaps, or an estate that no longer flows as you intended.

New children or grandchildren. New arrivals you'd want to provide for, or appoint guardians for,
won't be included unless you add them.

A death. If an executor, guardian or beneficiary named in your Will dies, those roles or gifts may
need to be reassigned.

Buying or selling property. A new home, or the sale of one mentioned by name, can change how
your estate should be divided.

A change in your assets. Coming into money, starting a business, or a significant change in what
you own may call for a rethink.

A change of heart. A falling-out, a reconciliation, or simply new wishes about who should inherit
or act as executor.

"Marriage can automatically revoke an existing Will — just one of many life events that should
prompt you to check whether your Will still says what you want it to."

An out-of-date Will can be as troublesome as no Will at all: it speaks with authority, but about a life
you've since moved beyond. A short, regular review — and a small update when something changes
— keeps it working exactly as you intend.
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The jargon, explained

A few terms come up often — here's what they mean, in plain language.

Term What it means

Executor The person (or people) you appoint to carry out the wishes in your Will and

deal with your estate after you die.

Beneficiary Anyone who inherits something under your Will — money, property or
possessions.

Intestacy What happens when someone dies without a valid Will. A fixed legal order
decides who inherits, which may not match your wishes.

Revocation The cancelling of a Will. It can happen deliberately, or automatically — for
example, marriage usually revokes an earlier Will.

National Will A central database recording that a Will exists and where it's stored, so it
Register can be traced and found when needed.
Certainty registration The service used to register your Will on the National Will Register — a

simple way to make sure your Will can always be located.

Clause Clarification Our plain-English companion notes that explain what each part of your Will
Guide means, so nothing is a mystery to you or your family.
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Two easy ways to stay safe and current

You don't have to keep on top of all this alone. We offer two simple plans — pick the one that

fits where you are in life.

Safe Will Plan Legacy Care Plan

KEEP IT SAFE KEEP IT SAFE & CURRENT
Secure, fireproof storage of your original Everything in the Safe Will Plan, plus:
Will

A minor update to your Will each year

A pesseeEreisee oy lept suiel A brand-new Will every three years

Free registration so your Will can be

So your Will never quietly falls behind
found

your life
An annual review reminder

Executor release when it's needed

Not sure which? Choose the Safe Will Plan if your wishes are settled and you mainly want your

Will kept safe and findable. Choose the Legacy Care Plan if life is still changing and you'd like your
Will kept up to date for you, year after year.

Full details and pricing for both plans are on our website — or get in touch and we'll talk you through them.

LET'S PUT YOUR MIND AT REST

Make your Will safe and keep it current

Whether you'd like your Will stored securely, registered so it can always be found, or
kept up to date year after year, we can help — warmly, and in plain English.

Visit adewills.co.uk or call 01865 507174 for a friendly, no-obligation chat.




Is your Will safe and current?

Ask yourself these four questions. If you pause on any of them, it may be time for a

conversation.
Do your executors know where the original Will is kept?
Is it protected from fire, flood, damage and loss?
Has anything changed since you signed it — marriage, children, property, or the people involved?

When did you last read it through and check it still reflects your wishes?

GET IN TOUCH

A.D.E Wills

Address 46 Woodstock Road, Oxford, OX2 6HT

Telephone 01865 507174

Email info@adewills.co.uk

Website adewills.co.uk

IMPORTANT NOTE

This guide is provided for general information only and offers a plain-English overview of storing and updating your Will. It is
not legal advice, and it should not be relied upon as a substitute for tailored advice about your own circumstances. Laws and
rules can change, and how they apply depends on your individual situation. For advice specific to you, please get in touch and

we'll be glad to help.

A.D.E Wills is a trading name of A.D.E Estate Planning Limited. Your Will is written by a member of the Society of Will Writers,
working to its Code of Practice and holding professional indemnity insurance for your protection. References to the National
Will Register and to registration services relate to third-party services we can arrange on your behalf.
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